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six machine guns, and a squadron of cavalry. Besides these there were six guns in the citadel, and about a dozen more over the gates and in position on the wall. The fortress on the summit of Gebel Nugoom was held by a battalion with several guns. Mohammed Ali Pasha commanded in person.
It is not possible to do more than guess at the numbers at the disposition of the Imam Yahya. In all probability not less than 150,000 riflemen took the field on this occasion. His artillery, consisting of some seventy odd pieces, of varying calibre, but all more or less modern and quite serviceable, was at Shaharah, but it was doubtful from the first whether he could avail himself of it, principally for lack of gunners. Shaharah is the Imam's stronghold. It lies several days' journey to the north of Sanaa, and has never been visited, so far as we know, by any European, or by any Turk except as a prisoner or deserter. It is said to consist of two flat-topped mountains connected by a natural bridge, the plateau being fertile and well watered. The Arabs consider this place to be impregnable, but I take leave to doubt if it be really as formidable as they think. Most probably it will turn out to be more imposing than defensible, like most so-called " native strongholds." Simultaneously with Sanaa all the other Turkish garrisons in the Yemen highlands were invested.
Both sides issued extravagant proclamations: the Imam that he would not sheathe his sword till the last Turk had been driven into the sea ; the Turkish commander that he would not retreat one step, and that the Yemen question should be settled this time once and for all.
The Ottoman Government had to face a most difficult and dangerous situation, for besides this formidable revolt of the Zaidie tribes led by the Imam, another rebellion had broken out in Tehama and the Asir country, which might at any moment assume dangerous proportions. This latter movement owed its inception to causes entirely different from those responsible for the Zaidie rising. A certain Seyyid Idrees,* a Magribi by race, for some years past had been preaching a revival which had * Commonly cajl&d " tfoe Idreesi&"